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Abstract: Preliminary experiments conducted to explore the principles of Aguaruna Jívaro bird classification of 164 commonly occurring species reveal that classification is primarily determined by the perceptual salience of each species. Those species of birds rated independently by a western ornithologist as perceptually highly salient are shown to have stable, codable Aguaruna names. Birds of low perceptual salience have low codability. Birds of all levels of perceptual salience are consistently more codable for males than for females, indicating a marked division of ornithological knowledge by sex. Methodological and theoretical implications of these findings for further work in microethnobiological research are discussed.

Introduction
BBO note recent work on the principles underlying native systems of biological classification but at the same time point to the relative scarcity of studies devoted to the substantive nature of ethnobiological classification. That is, ethnobiologists cannot predict “which groups of plants and animals will be given conceptual recognition by the local society nor [can they] predict how the recognized groups will be perceived to be related” (95). [Note: thus the question of what items are named and how the naming is structured in a classificatory system]

The points of study here:

1. why do the Aguaruna find certain species of birds easier to name than others.

2. why are some named species perceived to be more similar to one another than to other species

I.e., what species are named in the indigenous system of nomenclature and what patterns of naming can be discerned.
